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THANKYOU!
We here at the Battle River Research Group want to Thank YOU, 
our members, for participating in our fall membership drive! It 

was a complete success, and we think our winners are very 
grateful for their prizes! 

Winning the Farm Tech Ticket was Lori Fox, and the BBQ was won 
by Amy Stollery. These prizes were given away at our Farmers 

Appreciation Harvest Supper in Galahad on October 22! We had a 
great turn out, and was a fun night had by all! 



Page 2 Over the Fencline 

President: Blair Kuefler 

Vice President: Doreen Blumhagen 

Treasurer: Steven Vincett 

Directors: 

Elgar Grinde 

Dale Collison 

Greggory Jackson 

Gary Mathiessen 

Colin Wager

Manager/Forage & Livestock Program Coordinator: 
Vicki Heidt 
Field Crop Agronomist: 
Manjit Deol 
Extension and Environmental Program Coordinator: 
Eric Neilson 
Assistant Extension and Environmental Program 
Coordinator: 
Martina Alder 

Staff Board Of Directors 

Winter 2016 Page 3

Martina Alder and Eric Neilson at our Farmers 
Appreciation Harvest Supper “Oktoberfest” 

Board of Directors: from Left to Right: Dale Collison, Greggory 
Jackson, Blair Kuefler, Elgar Grinde, Steven Vincett, Gary Mathiesson, 
Colin Wager and Doreen Blumhagen  

4804-43 Ave 
Box 339 Forestburg, AB T0B 1N0

Phone: (780) 582-7308
www.battleriverresearch.com 
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In anticipation of high crop yields and production both 
here and in the US, crop prices fell from mid-May 
into harvest-time. Over that time period, high quality 
milling wheat dropped by about 75 cents/bushel, 
yellow pea prices dropped $4 to $5/bushel and feed 
barley and feed wheat prices are down about a dollar/
bushel. With prices having fallen and some crop quality 
reduced by disease during the season and by rains near 
maturity, what alternatives does a producer have?

First, assess your financial position. Start with a 
quick cash flow, that is money inflow compared 
to money outflow. List the amounts and timing of 
bills, loans and personal living expenses to be paid 
month by month (or week by week if fine-tuning is 
needed). To counter those payments, list expected 
income from all sources, including potential farm 
produce sales and any personal income. If necessary, 
consider the alternatives to speed up inflow or slow 
outflow, while keeping creditors either current or 
knowing that you are working on the situation.

Put your marketing plan into action by estimating 
the quantity and quality of inventory to sell. As 
well as checking with your local buyers, consider 
using the Canadian Grain Commission’s Harvest 
Sample Program as a free way to get a base 
grade on your representative crop samples.

Check into the merits (or not) of storing crops until 
prices improve. Some crops may have strong premiums 
for contracting into forward delivery periods (carrying 
charge market condition) while other crops may 
not offer any such premium. After reviewing market 
outlooks, you are as good a judge as anyone as to which 
crops have potential for price improvement and which 
crops are likely to provide flat prices at best. Make sure 
that crops to be stored will maintain their quality. Dry 
if necessary and monitor condition to prevent spoilage 
and insect damage until delivered. Last year there was 
some crop that spoiled even though it was technically dry. 

Shop widely when checking into marketing outlets 
for your crops. Include processors, feeders and any 

other market or agent. A crop damaged in one respect 
may still have desirable characteristics to certain 
buyers. On the other hand, you may have some high 
quality crop that will command a premium in the 
market. For example, during August, some buyers 
raised their malting barley price bids and some 
strengthened their premiums for wheat protein. Be 
cautious in your choice of buyers to ensure that you 
do receive full and fair payment in a timely manner.

Consider using the Advance Payments Program. To 
help with cash flow needs, a cash advance is available 
through the Canadian Canola Growers Association by 
using farm produce as security. The maximum advance 
is $400,000, of which the first $100,000 is interest free.

It is useful to establish a list of crop buyer contacts. 
Make reference notes as you experience positives 
and negatives in your marketing. A good start at a 
crop marketing contact list is available on request. 

   

Lower Crop Prices, Lower Quality, What to Do?

Neil Blue
Crop Market Analyst
Alberta Agriculture & Forestry
780-422-4053



Page 4 Over the Fenceline Winter 2016 Page 5

Some Landowners Report Receiving
Electrification Charges for Insolvent Energy Sites

The Farmers’ Advocate Office (FAO) is asking Albertan 
landowners to be diligent in watching their electricity 
bills if they have surface leases on their land belonging 
to an insolvent energy company.  

In June 2016, the FAO was approached by landowners 
who were concerned that EPCOR Energy Alberta GP Inc. 
(“EPCOR”) was attempting to collect payment for three 
phase electric services that were provided to a now 
insolvent oil and gas company for its surface leases.  
This action was based on an interpretation of EPCOR’s 
terms and conditions of service relating to tenancy. 

The Utilities Consumer Advocate (UCA) and the FAO 
have been actively engaging in discussions with the 
responsible regulator, the Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC), to resolve the issue.  All three organizations have 
agreed that EPCOR’s terms and conditions of service 
were intended to address situations where rental 
tenants have defaulted in payment, not oil and gas 
surface leases.  

The AUC will be reviewing certain elements of the terms 
and conditions of service for EPCOR and Direct Energy 
Regulated Services (DERS) in proceeding 22091.  Notice 
for the proceeding is available on the AUC website at 

www.auc.ab.ca by logging in to the e-Filing System.  This 
proceeding will provide the AUC with the opportunity 
to consider changes to the terms and conditions 
of service to ensure rural property owners will not 
inherit costs for electrification of insolvent well sites in 
the future.  The UCA and the FAO will be intervening 
representing the interests of Albertan landowners, and 
will be requesting that the proceedings include ENMAX 
as well.  

Additional EPCOR customers may have been affected 
by industry bankruptcies, and we do not know if similar 
actions have been taken by other retailers.  At this time, 
the FAO requests that any landowners who believe they 
have been mistakenly charged for electrical distribution 
costs for an energy site on their land contact the FAO as 
soon as possible.

Contacts
Michele Del Colle   
Energy, Utilities, and Policy Specialist 
michele.delcolle@gov.ab.ca    
780-427-2350

Jeana Schuurman
Rural Engagement and Communications Specialist
jeana.schuurman@gov.ab.ca
780-427-7956

Some Landowners Report Receiving Electrification 
Charges for Insolvent Energy Sites

Photo Credit: Martina Alder 
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The development and release of the new AC 
Mountainview sainfoin has caused a bit of a stir in the 
forage world. The renewed interest in sainfoin coupled 
with an apparent increase in forage establishment 
has led to higher than expected sainfoin sales.  Some 
retailers have even begun to import sainfoin seed from 
the U.S., but not all sanfoin has been created equal 
and it is important to make sure that you know 
what you are buying. 

Sainfoin is a plant that was heavily researched in 
the 60s and 70s as a non-bloat alternative to alfalfa 
that could be grown in the drier, alkaline areas of the 
North American Prairies. The earliest plants were 
imported from Russia and other parts of Europe, 
and used to develop local varieties.   Melrose and 
Nova were the two varieties developed and 
registered in Canada, and most of the Canadian 
grown seed in the market today is assumed to come 
from these varieties.  

Soon after their introduction into the 
marketplace, sainfoin quickly fell into the 
background and out of favor.  Up to this point 
sainfoin was selected for biomass production and 
winter hardiness.  The result was the development 
of varieties that had excellent production when 
grown in a pure stand for hay or once over fall 
grazing, but were not suitable for a multi cut hay or 
grazing systems. Forage growers found that although 
sainfoin was palatable, it just did not persist more 
than one or two growing seasons in mixed stands 

and so was not worth the high cost of seed. 

 Research on sainfoin has declined in North 
America with dwindling market demand and gradually 
Canadian growers stopped producing pedigreed 
seed.  There are a few seed growers in the U.S. that 
are producing pedigreed seed, however none of 
their varieties are registered with the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency so none of their pedigreed 
seed is being sold in Canada.  As a result only 
Common sainfoin seed is available in Canada. That 
means that any sainfoin currently being purchased 
has a low requirement for weed cleanliness and 
germination, and may not be suitable for the 
Canadian climate.  

The new AC Mountainview is a different kind 
of sainfoin and unique in North America. This 
new variety was selected from populations being 
grown with alfalfa under a multi cut system. The 
resulting variety has excellent regrowth and the 
potential to persist in stands of alfalfa.  The idea is 
that the tannins in the sainfoin when seeded in the 
right proportion with the alfalfa will buffer the bloat 
risk of the alfalfa and allow producers to safely 
graze a high quality, highly productive forage 
stand. Early research in this intensive grazing system 
is showing promise.

Linda Hunt, PAg. 
Forage Specialist, 
Ag-Info Centre

Not All Sainfoin is Created Equal  

Photo Credit: Vicki Heidt 



Page 6 Over the Fenceline Winter 2016 Page 7

Forage prices this fall are significantly higher than in 
previous years.  When feed costs make up approxi-
mately 70% of the variable cost of keeping a cow over 
winter; anything that can be done to reduce costs 
improves net profit.  For every dollar winter feed cost 
are reduced, net return or benefit to the operation is 
four dollars and twenty eight cents.  

Providing a cost efficient balanced ration also im-
pacts cow productivity.  Pregnant and lactating cows 
that have an adequate ration that meets nutritional 
requirements impacts milk production and reproduc-
tive performance in the next breeding season.  Having 
more cows conceive earlier in the breeding season 
increases the number of calves available to sell (and 
possibly larger calves) increases total income.  

There are periods of time that a cow can winter very 
well on a combination of different feeds.  For exam-
ple; a cow that is in good condition during mid or late 
pregnancy can be fed approximately 20 to 35% straw 
in their ration.  There is no need to provide a 100% 
hay diet.  Using average values for forage quality, a 
1450 pound cow in mid pregnancy can consume 17 
pounds alfalfa grass hay and 13 pounds of barley 
straw to meet energy and protein requirements.  If 
hay is valued at four cents a pound and straw at two 
cents a pound, the cost savings per cow by including 

the straw in the ration is twenty seven cents.  If there 
are 250 cows in the herd and the feeding period is 60 
days; there would be a savings of $4,050.  If the hay is 
valued at 6 cents per pound, and the straw is included 
at the same rate, the savings would be $12,600.   Sav-
ings can be realized in other feeding periods as well.

Using CowByte$ to provide an economical balanced 
ration to the beef herd?

Cowbytes is an easy to use ration balancing program 
for cattle.  The fifth generation of the program was 
jointly developed by the Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba Ministries of Agriculture and released in 
September of 2012.  It is compatible with Windows 
7 and Windows 8 operating systems.  It can also be 
run on a MAC if with the use of one of the following:  
Boot Camp, Parallels, Fusion or Crossover.

CowByte$ can be purchased from Alberta Agriculture 
and Rural Development at a cost of $50.00 (shipping 
and taxes extra).  Website and technical support is 
available. 

Photo Credit: Martina Alder 

CowByte$ can reduce winter feeding costs and improve 
nutrition.

Barry Yaremcio 
Beef & Forage Specialist- Alberta

 Ag Info Centre (310-Farm) 
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New Zealand Agriculture & Winery Tour 
Departing November 12th - December 1st 2017 

Tour Highlights 
Lake Cruise on TSS Earnslaw for dinner at Walter Peak High Country Farm, Guided Winery 

Tour of the Gibbston Region of Central Otago, Day Cruise on the Milford Sound, Visit to Historic 
Arrowtown & Chinese Miners Settlement, Criffel Station the Deer Breeding & Finishing Farm, 
Scenic drive & lunch stop at Tekapo on route to Christchurch, Visit to Lincoln University Agri-

cultural College followed by a visit to their Farm Research Centres, Pure Bred Angus Operation 
of Te Mania Angus, Interislander Ferry through the Malborough Sounds across the Cook Strait, 
brief city tour of the city of Wellington before heading to Masterton, Farm tour, Wine tasting & 

Lunch at Borthwick Station, Visit to the Feilding Livestock Auction and afternoon at Massey 
University, Photo opportunity Huka Falls at Lake Taupo, Cocktail Cruise on beautiful Lake Tau-

po, Angus Farm visit on route to Rotorua, Maori Experience at Tamaki Maori Village, Special 
morning visit to Sheep & Beef operation located on the same land as The Hobbition Movie set, 

followed by a guided tour of the set of the Hobbition Shire at dusk.  Carry on towards Auckland 
stopping at a Horse Stud Farm & a Lake Farm Beef & Meat Pie operation.  Enjoy your day in the 

Auckland area with a Ferry cruise & Wine tasting at Waiheke Island, Farewell dinner at the 
Auckland Sky Tower.  

PACKAGE PRICING  
Twin Share: $6998 per person (30-34 Passengers) 

Package includes:  
International Flights, All hotel accommodation, transfers, coach transportation, coach driver, sightseeing per  

itinerary, technical farm visits, winery visits, 32 meals per itinerary  

For more information please contact Leader Tours Inc.  Phone: 1-844-370-7044  
Email: lawrence@leadertours.ca or sawyer@leadertours.ca  



Up Coming Events 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 




